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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington , D.C. 20535 

June 18, 2010 


FOIPA Request No.: 1146883- 000 
Subject: FILE NUMBER 62-HQ-60512 


This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request regarding the 
above-mentioned subject. 

The enclosed document (62-HQ-60512) is being released to you in its entirety. 

This completes the processing of your FOIA request by the FBI. 


Very truly yours, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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THE ADVISOR? COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
Federal Reserve Building 
Washington, D. C, 


October 29, 1940 

/ 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director,-, 

Bureau of Investigation* , > 

w Department of Justice, ' • 

X* 1 ' Washington, D., C. 

® e ^ ir Hoover: 

It would be appreciated if you would institute an investigation 
of the following list of per annum employees of the Advisory Commission 
to the Council of National Defense: 

•• onyxes, .Ruth Yi. 

Dublin, -Mary 

Edelston, Shirley H. , 

Eldredge, Mark 

Floyd,/ Jesse 

Franklin, George- S., Jr, 

•Galbraith,. J,. K. 

Gordon, Leland J. 

Harris, Herbert 
h Helm, Edith B. 

Hollander, Richard ' 

/^Ledwith, Elroy A, 
l Lovell, Leander B. . 

Magdoff, Harry 
Moorje, Frank H, 

You will find the papers relating to the above listed employees 
in personnel files located in Room 226 * Potomac Park Apartments, 21st % 
and C Sts., N. W. If any further information is desired please contact 
Mr.i L. B;; Fulwiler* Room 203, Potomac Park Apartments, phone RE-^5050,- 
Ext. 236, 


Very truly yours, 


RECORDED b RNTpEXED 


\ A. portion of info this 
\ serial declassified for 

use in “The FBI Story” 
, „ f ^ Don Whitehead. Sco 
S ^/V-for details. 
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BDITH B. HELLI 


CHARACTER OF CASS 

Special Inquiry-Advisory Com- 
mission to the Council of 
National Defense 


SYNOPSIS.OF FACTS: 


J 
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The file of tho Advisory C emission to the 
Council of National Defense, Washington, D. C. 
revealed that BDITH B. II3I11 was born October 6, 
1374 in Richmond, New Yorhj that she attended 
private school (name not listed) and /is the wife 
of Rear Admiral TJ, Si Navy JAU&S E^LJLI.}, do- 
ceasodj also she has been employed in Washington 
as social secretary tp the wives of two U. 
Presidents, On October 1, 1940 she was appointed 
social secretary, White House Detail, Advisory 
Commission to the Council of National Defense. 

Her present Washington address is 2301 Connecticut 
Avenue, N. W. 






Bureau letter dated November 5, 1940, 
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DETAILS : 
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The nano of Mrs, HG32! was listed among * f ftmaorous Others:- 
in a letter from LR. SIDNBY SliDR'iOOD, Assistant Secretary, 
Advisory Commission to the Council of National Dofense dated October 
29, 1940 in which Kr.- SHGEwOOD requests an investigation of those 
employees. The Bureau has instructed that these investigations re- 
ceive prompt and expeditious, attention and that they bo conducted 
along tho linos of departmental applicant investigations, noting 
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particularly the citizenship, possible radical. tendencies and 
foreign .affiliations ^ and that the investigation particularly 
establish the extent of the employee’s loyalty., patriotism and 
integrity. 


AT WASHINGTON,. D.. 0. 

HRS.. JFRAHC2S GR2V.2 of the, Personnel Office t 
Advisory Commission to the Council of National Defense with 
offices located in Room 226 JPotomac Park Apartments, 21st and 
C Streets, produced the fiie relative to HJITH B. HpLH. 

This. file, reveals that. Mrs. HuLM was married to 
the late JAMES. -|J*. WHDM, Repr Admiral, U. S, ; Navy whp died October 
£3, 19??j further, that Mrs.* HELM ,w,as born October 6 j 1874 in Richmond,. 
NeW; York' (this toWn is. now known as ffew York City).w The file shops • 
her legal voting residence as Grayvdlle, White County, Illinois.. 

Her present Washington, D»- C. addf.e33. is 2301 Qonneetidub Avenue, 

N. W. Her education is set. out as being that she attended a private 
school, however , np- name is given for this private school. It. wili 
be necessary to determine from other sources her educational record. 


The file lists Mrs*. HELM'S employment as follows: 




October 1915 through April 1920, she was 
employed at the White House, Washington,, 

D, C. at a salary of $18ob to $2,000 as a 
clerk (social secretary to Mrs. WOODROW 
WILSON) 

November 1933 through July 1940 was employed 
in thp executive, office pf the President, of the 
•Whited States at the Whitd House Office at, -A. • r 

salary, of $2,200 to $2,600 as secretary-stenographer 
(social secretary to Mrs. FRA i}KLHl pELAHO ROOS^feLT)? 
further that this position Mrs , HELM, held required, 
planning and making arrangements for sodial' functions 
at the white House .preparing correspondence and 
memoranda for Mrs. ROOSEVELT and general assignments 
along enter taibkent lines. | 
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The file further reflects that effective October 
1, 1940 SDIT3 B. H3LI2 was appointed by the Advisory' Commission 
to the Council of National Defense,' Washington, IX. C., to the 
position of Social Secretary, White House Detail, Washington, 

Di C. at a salary of $2600. It is to be noted that .she was 
transferred to hfer present position from the Federal Works Agency, 
Public Works Administration.- The. transfer was effective CctSber 
a,. 1940. With that organization, the Federal Works Agency - ,, she 
had been employed at the White House pet ail in the same position 
as- she how holds Under the Advisory Commission to the- Council of 
National Defense. 


On October 2j 1940 Mrs. HELM was given the oath of 
office to her present position at which time she stated that she 
is hoi a member of the communist party, German bund, or any other \/ 
communist, ^ nazi or fascist organization, and. that she. is not. a 
member of any political party or- organization which is engaged* in 
.the; overthrow of the Constitutional form of Government of the 
United States,. 

The file, does h6t reflect the names of any references 
given by Mrs. HELM: .and it will be necessary for the discretion of 
the Agent to be -used in determining who will be questioned as he,r 
references. 

> Undeveloped Leads 

THE SPRINGFIELD FOLD. DIVISION 

AT GRAYyiLLdf ILLINOIS, will at White County f 
conduct ah appropriate neighborhood investigation 
making the appropriate credit' .and criminal record 
inquiries,. It is to be noted that -iirj3« WSlM gives 
this town as her legal voting residence* partipular 
stress should be placed in, developing the patriotism, 
l.oyal,ty and integrity .of lire. EjLLl. 

THB .WASHINGTON . FIELD . OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON . S; G. will at the Federal Worses Agency, 
Public Works Admihistratipn, determine- the .appropriate 
person., and conduct an interview - as to Mrs. HELM’S 
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employment with, that agency.. It is to be noted, 
that she was employed there from November 1933 
through July 1940. Will endeavor to ascertain 
the institution where firs. HELM Received her 
educational training and set out appropriate . 
leads.. 



Will, if deemed advisable, at the White .House 
Personnel Office ^ verify the employment record 
of lira* HELM from October 1915 to- April 1920', / 

and from November 1933 through July 1940 as V 

social secretary for the first mentioned date 
to, Mrs. WOODROW WILSON, and to Mrs. PRANKLIN 
DELANO ROOSEVELT for- the last mentioned date. 

Will endeavor to ascertain the names of persons 
that might Jcnow- Mrs i HELM in order that they might 
be interviewed as references. 


At 2301 Connecticut Avenue, N, W. 'will conduct 
appropriate neighborhood investigation,, and develop 
information as to her patriotism, loyalty and. general 
1 integrity, and. will also' make credit and police 
inquiries. v v 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


yprra No, 1 
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FILE NO. 77— gjj 


REPORT MADS AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

WpiCH MADS' 

: Springfield, Illinois 12-3 1-40, . 11-23-40 


REPORT. MADS DY 


H. G. MATNOR 


EDITH B. REM 


character of case 


SPECIAL INQUIRY - Advisory 
Coraitission to the Council of 
NationaX Defense* 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Nothing is known at Grayville, Illinois concerning subject 
prior to her marriage to. Rear Admiral JAMES II. HEM who. 
was reared at Grayville, Illinois and .had considerable real 
estate* there when he died in. 1937. Mrs. HEM is known to " 
all the inhabitants at Grayville, Illinois due to the fact 
that she spends, part of each summer there and is now perhaps 
the largest land, owner ip the county, which land she. came 
in possession of through the death of hot husband. She is 
said, to be the .daughter of Rear Admiral jSENHAM, U. S. Navy, 
and believed to have been born in New York. State. She 
impresses .acquaintances as being well educated,, is highly 
respected,, has no criminal record and good credit rating. 

An oil field, is being opened up on her larid which will 
doubtleba make her wealth* Her patriotism is vouched for 
■by all parties interviewed. 


REFERENCE 


- RUC- - 


Report of' Special Agent. J S-. “E. COOPER, Washington, p. 
'dated' 11-15-40* 


DETAILS 


lT' •GRAYVILLE , TLL3N0IS:. 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


Interview was had, with Postmaster PAUL 7/ELLS, who stated that 
he knows Mrs. EDITH B. HEIM but has never had the opportunity 
to become well acquainted with, her and Has only had casual 
conversations with her; that, it is known, she claims, to have 
been born in New York State; that, she seems to. be well educated 
and highly cultured; that it is known she was the daughter of 
Rear A dmir al U. S. Navy, BENHAil, and that she, was practically 
•raided in the U. S. Navy; that rumor has it that, her father and 
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Bear Admiral JAMES II. HEIM, whom aha later married, were good friends 
And served in the Navy together which accounts for "her getting acquainted 
with her husband in the first place} that it is also known in Grayville, 
Illinois that Mrs. HEIM was Social Secretary to the second Mrs. WOODROW* 
WILSON and is occupying the sane position for Mr a. FRANK LEtJ DELANO ROOSEVELT. 

Postmaster WELLS further stated that Rear Admiral JAMES 11. REIM 
was born and reared at Grayville, Illinois} that upon graduation from high 
school, he obtained an appointment to. Annapolis and thereafter continued in 
the service of the U. S. Navy until he was retired} that he saved his money 
while in the service of the Navy and invested game in river hpttom land 
adjoining Grayville, Illinois and had his, brother, I. J* 'HEIM, look, after 
this land until they had some, sort of disagreement} that this brother is 
still living and is now on old age assistance} that Hear Admiral HEIii 
married the subject when he was 66 years old and the first time subject 
was ever in Grayville > Illinois was when brought there by her husband 
shortly after their marriage} that they did not live in Grayville., Illinois 
but did spend part of each summer there looking after real estate, interests} 
that when Mr. HEIM, died he was not brought back to Grayville, Illinois dpr 
burial but. was buried in Arlington' cemetery in Washington, D« C, j, that <since 
his death Mrs. HEIM came into possession of all the- real estate; left by 
her husband and she continues to cone to '"Grayville, Illinois .once. each, 
year, usually during the- summer time, and spends- about three months there. 

He further stated that since her husband’s death she purchased 
a nice residence in Grayville which she lives in during her visits, .and which 
is- looked after by her farm superintendent* Mr. W., H. MALEETEE} that he 
has also been informed that Rear Admiral HEIM .also pwned some real estate 
in the State of Tennessee and, he knows that. lira.- HEIM generally goes to 
Tennessee for a part of each year* 

Postmaster WELLS further stated that the people of Grayville 
look upon Mrs, HEIM as a benefactor as she has hired a nurse and. pays 
her regularly and that the duties of this nurse are io attend any person 
In the pity of Grayville who is sick and, unable, to hire, a nurse} that 
she hired this nurse more, than five years ago and has indicated that she 
contemplates continuing this service as long as shS lives} that the nurse 
employed by her is Mrs. ALVIN GROFF and Mrs. GROFF -receives a personal 
check from MrS. HE Til each month in the amount of $100.00 whether any 
person called upon her or not. 

Postmaster WELTS' also stated that, the real estate mshed ty 
Mrs,. HEIM consists, of 1,000 acres of rivcf bottom land which is, very 
productive} that oii has been discovered on this land and already there 
.are pix producing oil wells on same with a daily production of 250 barrels 
each and that many other wells are In process of being drilled oh her land. 

Postmaster WELLS stated, that Mrs. HEIM is very common in her 
tastes when at Grayville, Illinois but that she usually entertains the 
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ladies of Grayville at least once during each visit and has stated 
that then she retires she intends to cone to Grayville and lives that 
while she was old when married to Mr., HEIM she appears to be very much 
attached to him and has talked of erecting a monument to his memory 
at Grayville, Illinois? that her character, reputation, patriotism .and 
credit rating at Grayville, Illinois are par excellent? that Ur. N. V . 

SEAL, Editor of the local newspaper, and his wife are perhaps more 
intimately acquainted with Mrs. HEIM' than, anyone else in Grayville, 

Illinois as they live near the home she bought and have visited with 
her in Washington, P. 0. 

Interview was had with, Mr. K. V.. SEAL, Editor, of the Mercury 
Independent* who stated that he was well acquainted with Mrs. EDITH B* 

HEIlt? that his acquaintance with her started when she married Rear 
Admiral. JAMES M. HEIM, who was reared at Grayville, Illinois? that the 
Admiral did not marry until ha was 66 yearn of age, which is the present 
age of 1 Mrs. HEIM? that, he knows Mrs. HEIM is well .educated b(ut he does 
not know where she received her education? that he and his wife have 
visited often in .subject's home during the short, time she spends in 
Grayyille' each year and they have also been entertained in her home in 
■Washington , D. C. a number of times.. This home Is the same apartment 
irt which she arid the Rear Admiral lived during- his. lifetime and is located 
at 2310 Connecticut Avenue,, It. 5?.? that ho has heard her sjbepik of being 
social secretary to Mrs. WOODROW WIISON and of accompanying President 
and Mrs. WIISOH to Paris during the Peace conference? that he has heard 
her speak of visiting in a. number of foreign countries and that, he knows 
she speaks French fluently? that her character, reputation., patriotism 
and credit rating are all excellent? that her father aS well as her 
husband were Rear Admirals in the Ri 5.. Wavy? that ae a result of her 
marriage to Rear Admiral HEIM, she inherited: all his real estate and other 
property which real estate consists of 1,000 acres of river bottom land 
on which oil has recently been discovered and it- is conservatively estimated 
there’ will be at least two' hundred oil wells on her land within the next 
year as it appears certain that oil will be found under- all her land? that 
she now has six producing oil wells, averaging R50 "barrels daily each and 
as many as fifty other wells are being drilled and to date no dry hole has 
bedn struck on her land? that, all the, people of Grayville have great respect 
for Mrs. HEIM arid will bear witness to her- many sterling qualities* . 

The following other -representative citi ens were, interviewed* 

9 ! 

Hugh Coulter, Chief Of Police, 

Ok Carl Hughes, Cashier of the. Peoples. National Rank, 

Grant. Broster , President of the Peoples National Bank* 

Frank Bowman', President of the Farmers National Bank, 
beorge F. Bowman, Cashier of. the Farmers National Bank, 

W. L. Skies, Retired Business man, 

Claude 0* Ellis, Attorney:, 

George Negley, Attorney, and 

H. L. Reynolds, who looks after oil interests of Mrs. HLRU. 



All of the above parties gave the sane general information 
as did Postmaster TjfELiS and Mb* N. V„ SEAL, foiey did not know where' 
'lira. HEIM, received her education but stated she enjoys the -esteem 
p£ all the citizens of Grayville, Illinois,} that her- character and 
reputation are excellent and that they know her patriotism is 
unquestionable • 

Mr. C.. .CARL HUGHES; Cashier of the Peoples National Bank, 
stated that Mrs. HBIH voluntarily subscribed for $1,000.00 worth of 
stock in his bank when that bank was reorganized after the bank 
holiday in 1933 j that 'she, keeps, a small checking •accQ'unt in that 
bank but does her banking business- with the. Washington, Trust. Company 
at Washington, D.. C. 


REFERRED. ‘UPON COMPIEITON 
TO THE OEFICE OF CRIGIN. 
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EATiEA 


- January 23, 1041 
itEL'omrmm/ fob the solicitor oeiiebal 


With referenda, -to your telephonic inquiry of 
Hr* Tatm last night on id confirming inf or nation, furnished 
to you by bin, you are advised that the. Bureau has been 
conducting an investigation .of Edith B* Eeln* Under 
date of October 29, 1940*. iir» Sidney Sherwood, Assistant 
' Secretary of the Advisory Connisoion to the. Council of 
National Defense, by letter requested the Bureau to 
conduct investigations of a number of persons described 
as n per ahnim. anplOyecs of the Advisory EonnissiOn. to 
the Council of' Rational, Defense** 1 The nave of Edith B* ‘ 
Eeln was, included in the list of persons to' be investi- 
gated* As a result of this- request, the Bureau has been 
conducting, an investigation of Edith B, Eeln f o reputation, 
background, qualifications and experience and copies of 
the reports prepared ware, subniited to Bra Sherwood* In 
view Of the instfuctiojis which you. issued to LY* Tavat 
this, investigation has .been discontinued *, 

•» * 

D uritig the course Of the inquiries conducted* 
the investigating Agent ascertained fron the records pf 
the Personnel Office of the Advisory Connjtasion to the 
Council of llaiiona 1 Defense that Edith B * Eeln is carried 
op the rolls of thpt organisation , with the title. Social 
tfecreiary,* White House Detail • 

- ^ * 

Tory tguly- yours, - 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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tfiebevnl iS ureau of Tnueatigation 
ITmteii states 53epartmettf nf Suaflrc 
JHaaljington, 53. €. 

January 22, 1941 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
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Solicitor General Biddle called stating he had ' 
received information from Mrs . Helm, the private secretary of 
Mrs . Roosevelt , that she was being investigated by the FBI at 
Grayville, Illinois, and that Mrsl Helm had been vnformed of 
this fact by Nolan B. Seil, an editor of a. newspaper at that 
point. I told the Solicitor General X would inquire whether 
we had in fact conducted any investigation of Mrs. Helm and 
call him back. _ 

I called Springfield talking' with SAC Thornton who 
advised we did in fact conduct a character investigation . of 
Edith B. Helm at Grayville and that Mrs. Helm had been * 

investigated as a special, applicant. 

Thereafter the' Files Section located one serial of 
the ■ investigation at Springfield • and X called Mr. Biddle 
advising him an inquiry had been made at- Grayville into Mrs. 

Helm's background, reputation and patriotism at the request of *“ 
Sidney Sherwood , Secretary to the Advisory Commission of the 
Council of National Defense. The Solicitor General seemed a 
bit upset at this and inquired whether we investigated everyone 
concerning whom a request was made by Sherwood. I told him m & — 

did in view of the fact that Mr., Sherwood ds^ie assistant jto <r~/7 ~§> 

William McReynolds v the Adminisirative<gt0$Pt!un't to t 

President. I advised him background and character if. 

are conducted at the request of Mr. Sherwood in thosj 

where a person is^already employed or about to be emplqyqd ’$%& Wl 
the National Defense Commission and there is no prev ous 
information available concerning their background, r< g tAM flEBWTf.'lENT OF Jygj 
and patriotism. X advised him we - had conducted investigations 7 dP v ' 
into the backgrounds of such persons as Mr. Knudsen, 

Mr. Stettenius , etc . and in fact it was considered an 
than anything else to be investigated .for this purpose. Mr. 

Biddle agreed and l remarked that in view of the investigation's 
having been requested by a member of the White * House secretariat 
it was the same as having been requested by the President. 


J 


£ 


X 


However, Mr. Biddle requested that any further 
■investigation be. discontinued until he had a chance to- talk with 
me tomorrow and requested I bring the Springfield report with me 
ta A h^^ off^e^n the morning. I said I would do this and read 

, I vs) -i-.j 


serial declassified for 
nse in "The FBI Story* 
, <9 / „ iK* Don WJdtehcad. SCO. 
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Memo for Director 
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him the synopsis of the Springfield report which was favorable , 
After this he said it would be unnecessary for him to see $ne 
report and appeared satisfied. 


6:35 PM 

« *» 

I called SAC Hottel >of the, Washington Field instructing 
that he as the ^office of origin have discontinued any further 
investigation in this case for the present at least. 
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/-. January 24, 2941 " 



HEVOItAmmi FOR THE ATTOnXRY GEUKI2AL 


On the evening of January 22, 1941 Solicitor 
General Biddle by telephone inquired of JLTr. ' Town whether 
the Bureau had been conducting any invest igation of 
Edith 2. Vein, o cere tar y to Era* Eoosevelt, Vr* Biddle 
vc3 subsequently infbmcd that the Bureau was conducting 
an investigation of Edith B* Vein as a result of a 
written request addressed to the Bureau under date of 
October 29, 1940 by Vr* ( Sidney Sherwood, Assistant 
Secretary of the Advisory Cozpiission to the Council of 
National Defense* In his letter of October 29, 1940 , 

Vr* Sherwood Set forth the nar.es of d nuvtbcr of people 
including that of Edith B * Vein, requested investigations 
of then, and described these people , as P per anhun 
employees of tker Advisory Gonniosion to the Council of 
National Defense * " Vo information was furnished by 
j Ur- Sherwood which would tend to identify lira* Vein and 
accordingly an investigation of her background, 
qualifications , and experience was initiated fn the sane 
Conner 05 SiniXar investigations have been carried out 
of several hundred persons whose nanes were furnished ; T 
by Vir * Sherwood over a period of aonc wonths* Of coiitao x - ^ 

as the reports were prepared in this case they were r *. 
transnitted to Vr*, Sherwood * 1 

As a result Of the instructions issued by ~ ? 

I fr* Biddle the Bureau has discontinued its investigation zi 
of Edith B* Vein, ~ 'Z 

Sinpa sons question has apparently been raised 
as to the propriety of the Bureau *0 conducting an inveoti~ 
gation of Edith B, Vein, I wanted you to . be infomad as to 
the background of this tatter in order that you night know 
why the Bureau initiated this investigation ■* 

Eespectfully, 


John Edgar Vo over 
Director 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



3iei»eral dureau of Jmiesflgatfon 
HntteZi ©fates department of 3f«sttce 

fJJasfjfngton, d- <2L 
January 23 3 2941 



EAT: SUP 

Time 10:25 A.M. 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


IiSJS 






£ 


Solicitor General Biddle called relative 
to the investigation conducted at the request of 
Mr, Sidney Sherwood , Secretary to the Advisory 
Commission of the Council of National Defense 3 on. 

Mrs . Helm 3 the private secretary of Mrs. Roosevelt. 

Mr. Biddle stated this, case has assumed 
rather large proportions and he thought the Attorney . 
General would like to have a copy of the investigative 
report and our authority for making the investigation. 
I ' told Mr. Biddle we would send this to him right 
away. 
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EAT;M 


January .23, 2941 


irmoRAM)UM\ son tee solicitor, geberal 



' 


- ^Pursuant to your request Of Ur* Toon, I am 

transmitting herewith a copy Of the letter addressed 
to me under date of October ,20, 1940 by Ur* Sidney 
Sherwoodmtn which he requested ah investigation of 
Edith B^Uelxi together with various other persona* 

1 an also transmitting herewith copies of the 
following investigative reports Submitted to Ur* 
Sherwood in this matters 

Report of Speoial Agent. R* Jr* Cooper, 
Washington, D, C*, Itovenber 15, 1940, 

f v> 

Report of Special Agent H* G* Uaynor, 
Springfield , Illinois, December 31, 1940 

Very truly yours. 


Enclosures 


John Edgar EooVor 
Director 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

this case originated at WASHINGTON, 




Fifj: no. 77—2686 


.report Made at 


pats when made 


WASHINGTON) D* C, |/, 1-30-41 

Tmx CHANGED \j » — " J . 

EDITH B; HEULAalso known as 
Mrs*. James M.THelm; 

Miss EditaW^tBerUiam 


PjtittOOTOR 
WHICH MADE 

J.-2£; 12-14- 


REPOKT MADE By 


W. o. SEIBERT 


Y?CS:LS 


1940-^1-6-43^ {■ character or case 

SPECIAL, INQUIRY -• 

ADVISORY COMMISSION TO THE 
COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 


SYNOPSIS OPFAOTS: 


Ws,, EDITH B. HELM employed as Social Secretary 
At White House, to lira. WOODROW WILSON, October 
22^ 1915 to Aprii, 1920, and to Mrs, FRANKLIN - 
D. RQOSEVELT, from November 6, 1933 to October 
1, 1940. Faithful governmental service revealed*. 
Neighborhood investigation favorably No criminal 
or credit record, Washington) D* C. 


REFERENCE: 


Report of Special Agent R. F. COOPER, dated 
November 15, 1940, at Washington, D. C., and 
report of Special Agent H. G*. MAYN0E , dated 
December 51, 1940, at Springfield, Illinois* 


DETAILS) 


APPROVED Art 
FORWARDS 


AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

— iz,z jz — 1 . — y 

It should be noted that 'Mrs. EDITH B. HELM is also 
known as, Mrs, JAMES U. HELM, and was employed ixi 1915, under 
the- name; of Hiss EDITH. W. BENHAM, and the- title of this case 
is being changed to reflect this* 

EMPIX)YMENT 
— 1 

Miss HAZEL EASTMAN, stenographer in the Personnel 
Office of public Works Administration, Federal Works Agency, 
18th and F Street, N* W., made available the personnel file 
on Mrs. EDITH B. HELM. Said file revealed that Mrs* HEIM 


DO HOT.WRITE INTHEStt SPACES. 
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2 — Washington. Field * 
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’was 'appointed- November 6, 1033, as Secretarial Stenographer 
in- the Federal Emergency .Administration of Public Works , 
at $2,200. per’ annum, a personal history statement, dated 
April 28, 1934, revealed that Mrs. HELM, was born In, New 
York on October 6, 1874, and is the widow of Rear Admiral 
JAMES % HELM. 


EDUCATION 1 

The tile, further reflected that Mrs, THKTM was, 
educated, privately and by home instructions, to the .equiv- 
alent of .eight years elementary school. Mrs. HEIM also 
listed that she attended the Packer Institute., Brooklyn* 

New York, in 1891-1892, but since this training is long 
past and was. for such a c'cmparatlveiy short period, no 
lead is being set forth ► 

The personal' history statement, further revealed 
that lira.. UEDd was detailed to the White House as Secre- 
tarial Stenographer. On June 21, 1939, Mrs. HEIM was 
promoted to a salary of $2*600 per annum, and was contin- 
uously employed at the White House with duties ''consult 
.and advise with the wife of the President regarding the 
many detailed activities incident to soc ini/ enter tainments 
at, the VJhite House. Have diredir pupe^visiop, over t|e 
twelve employees in the Social Bureau"-. 

Said file further revealed that Mrs .. HELM, under 
the name of EDITH W. BENHAM, was appointed October 22 r 1915, 
at $1,800 pe.r annum, as- Social Secretary for the 'White House’, 
with same duties as above mentioned, Mrs ♦ HELM- voluntarily 
resigned Without prejudice from this position in April, 

1920. ■' * 

.The file further revealed that Mrs 1 . HELM .'speaks 
and breads the French language fluently and that she has 
no relatives in the United States Government service. Her 
bonafide residence is listed as Washington, ID. C.-> from 
November., 1896, to date. 
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On October 1, 1940, Mrs. HELM was transferred with- 
out prejudice to the Advisory Commission to .the Council of 
National. Defense. - 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

At. 2301 Connecticut Avenue,. IW tf * , .which is an. 
apartment building,, ho resident could bp found who was 
acquainted with Mrs. EDITH .HRIM, who 'resides, in apartment 
82. Residents :of‘ the building merely stated that Mrs. 

HELM lives in apartment 22, but are not acquainted with 
her. No resident manager' couid be looated in this apart- 
ment building. 

•Mr. GEORGE S, NQWELL, manager of the apartment 
at 2301 Connecticut Avenue', N. % , -for ;H* L. Rust Real 
Estate Agency, 1001 - l'5th Street, N. “W>., stated that this 
apartment has. been owned by the Rtist Company since May 1, 
1940. He further stated that Mrs. JAMES M. HELM has re- 
sided in apartment 22, for the past fifteen years and is 
the Secretary to Mrs. ERANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVEL^. He stated 
that -Mrs . HEIM pays $125 per- month for the cpar.tznent,, and is 
a very desirable tenant-, Mr. NOWELL advised that he. had 
no reason' to question Mrs. HEIM'S Integrity and loyalty 
to this country and in his opinion, she is reliable and a 
100 % AtoeriCan citizen. He further stated that Mrs. HEIM 
liyea alone in her apartment, except for one servant, and 
is a very highly respected t.enant.i Mrs, HEIM, in his 
opinion, is quite wealthy,, and there is. ho question in his 
mind that she is; living within her- means. 

MP. STANFORD BROWN, negro, elevator man, 2301 
.Connecticut AVenue,, N. j 1. , stated tbdt Mrs,. -HEIM has : reH 
sided- id thfs .apartment for many years and is highly 
regarded.. ' Ha stated 'that he has hevbr observed anything 
suspicious, .or radical concerning .Mrs. HEIM and in his 
opinion., she is patriotic} that Mrs. HEIM is a Social 


.- 3 - 



Secretary for Mrs. ERANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT, and speaks 
very highly of the president and h*s wife'. BROWN stated 
.that Mrs. HELM often accompanies the ROOSEVELTS on their 
numerous trips. 


CREDIT. AND CRIMINAL RECORD - 

On November 28, 1940* Special- Agent CARL C* Mac- 
.CARTEE performed the following investigation 

"Miss MARCELLA LIBONATI, The. Credit Bureau, 1221 
QStre'et,. II. W», and Miss RUTH BERRY, Stone * a Mercantile 
Agency* 1410 H Street, N. W...,. advised upon a search of their 
respective records that they had no credit information therein 
on EDITH Bi HEIM, n 

Mri I*, E. STROMAN, Metropolitan Police Department* 
stated- -that IDITH B> HELM had ncf criminal record Washing- 
ton, Di (3. 

The abo ve -me n t ioned personnel file verifies all . 
of :Mrs. HEiaHs employment in the Executive Otfi’oe of tho 
White House. JDue to the fact that Mrs* HEIM is approach- 
ing seventy years of age.^ that six© was adpcated fifty years 
ago, and -that her Idyaity and patriotism have- never been 
questioned while employed at the ibcqOutlye Mansion, it is, 
pot deemed; advisable pr necessary to conduct further 
investigation ip Washington* J3. C* 

All outstanding leads having been cp.vered an# 
reported, this -.cape is being placed in. a .closed statu?* 

* ' fr 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SormKo.l — _ 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT WASHINGTON , D. C* 


FILE NO, 


77-2686 


REPORT MADS AT 


WASHINGTON, D. 0. 


DATE WHEN MADE 

1-30-41 


PERIOD FDR 


"CHANGED j ' 

EDITH B., HELIX, also known as 
Hrs, Janes M. Hein; 

Hiss Edith W, Bonham 


uswn»-u- 

L7-19-20-23-26 


REPORT MADE BY 

W*, 6. SEIBERT WCS:LS 


YrtUE 


1940; 1-6-41 


CHARACTER OP CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRE - 
ADVISORY COMMISSION TO THE 
COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 


SVNOP'SIS OF FACTS: 


Mrs. EDITH B. iram employed as Sooial Sooretary 
at White House, to Mrs. WOODROW WILSON, Ooiobor 
22, 1915 to April, 1920% and to Mrs, FRANKLIN 
D, ROOSEVELT, from November 6, 1933 to' Ootober 
l f 1940* Faithful jgovernnental service revealed. 
Neighborhood investigation favorable# No criminal 
or credit record, Washington# D. 0. 


-0 - 


, RKFKRKKOE : Report Of Special Agent R. E.. COOPER, dated 

November 15, 1940, at Washington, D* C., and 
report of Special Agent H* Cf. MAFNOR, dated 
December 31, 1940, at Springfield, Illinois. 


DETAIISr AT .WASHINGTON* D. C. 

It should be noted' that Hrs* EDITH B. HELM is also 
known as Hrs. JAMES M. HELM, aid was employed in 1916, under 
the name of Hies EDITH W. BEKHAH, and the title of this case 
is, being changed to reflect thiB, 

EMPLOYMENT 

- A % 

Hiss HAZEL, EASTMAN', stenographer in the Personnel - 
Office of Public Works Administration, Federal Works Agency, 
18th and F Street, M. W., made available the personnel file, 
on Hrs, EDITH B, HELM. Said .file revealed that Mtb. HELM 






EAT t EX 


January Bd* X041 

i 

U IZjor Central Bdwtn If* ratoon 
Cecratdry to the President 
The tfhitC £0U9p 
Vasbingtoft* D* C* 

Dear General Vatsont 



I have been advised by eoltoitor General 
Diddle that item cancem is felt over the foot that 
the Bureau has boon engaged in. conducting on invaotfa* 
ffatton of Bdith BtQEeln* X xeantod therefore to 
advise you fully of the faote in this tatter in order 
that you night understand the background afc<2 reaeon 
for the Buraau *s investigation*. 

Cnder date Of tiatpbor SO* 1040* Hr* Sidney 
dheroood 9 Assistant Secretary of the Advisory 
Conaieeion to the Council of rational Defense* by 
letter requested the Bureau id conduct investigations 
of a nunber of persons whose nazes ware set forth in 
hie letter and ohon he dosortbed as Jf per anrnm 
enployeoe of the Advisory Couaission to the Council 
of national Defense*'* included in this Hot -of nance 
•van the none of Ddith B* Bela* Ac a rcoult of this 
request* the Bureau initiated -dp investigation of the 
background, qualifications* aspcrienoe and reputation 
•of Bdith i 7k Coin* Xhd investigative report# prepared 
were, tranenttped pc Mrs B ho r wood* 


gt.itiM 

m. «i»« 

MU >. *. TMMU 


L’r* jfherwood haa requested investigations 
over a period Of tine of several hundred enplPyepo Of 
the Advisory coi mission, to the Council of National 
Defense nn<r requos t of dbtobor SB* 1040 was 

considered as a routine inquiry* There wan nothing 
-firdhr* gharwoed *0 request which would identify zdith D* 
Os±C as tiro* Boo so Veit T o secretary* the investigation 
isatrrtFbsdiatcly discontinued upon, the indication of 
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inquiry vac not desired* 
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HajOr General tdpfn X.V Gat non 


* £ 


Having beqn inferred that sana question 
hat both Tatqodiia to- tho propriety of the Bur can 1 q 
invasttcation in ibis oate, x thought poootbiy * ftor 
President and i/m. voted be interested in bnovinG wty/ 
this invootioatltiti pay initiated and eonduated* 

with Sind TbpdfdOp 


pinqqrolp youjrq^ 
J. JSagar ffooyer 
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/jrj^DTA. "c-raA. 

THE ADVISORY COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSB^^.l 


FEDERAL, RESERVE BUILDING 

Washington, d. C. 


January 24, 1941' 


Ur. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal .Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Ur. Hoover; 


Hr. r.LLej,. 

• I/— — 1 • ] 

I>. ' 

tar. Clztia .......... ! 

: Mr. ■' .... ! 

Kr. 1 . ! 

v-~. r»-« i 

Mr. C'reo'.-.. 

tli«J GajtZy 


It is kindly requested that the investigations of- the follow- 
ing employees of the$Advisory Commission to the Council of ^National 
Defense, whose names have been previously submitted to, you' for inves- 
tigation, ,be discontinued by reason of the fact that their employment 
has no connection with the work of the .Defense Commission; 

O ’ . . 

Helm, Edith B. 

Rumelt, Ruth jane Y. 

* ’ 4 

Inasmuch as :the above-named employees are presently connected 
with the. offices of the White 'House, it> is especially desired that the 
investigations be terminated immediately. 

“ ” \ - i 

, * 

In iny letter to you of January. 8, the name -of Alec Searles was 
included in a list of prospective .dollar a year employees submitted for 
investigation^ , Subsequent informati6n r shows the name to be Eric .Searlej^ 
and .accordingly, it is requested 'that this name be submitted f or that of 
Alec Searles. ’ ' 


•Sincerely, 



lilt 


A portion of. info^tWs - * \ Sidney Sherwood* 

f, 6 ”! 1 .**”*'«' * or ' , , -.of v, , .Assistant Secretary' 

Use In "The FBI Story." , , VJ * « ' * 

fiy 5^ n _^hifr3licad. Scq. * * ' 
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Us* Jran&2in B* Sobsevelt ^ r 

Jhe White route : a portion of info thi» declassified grjr r.< 

K'htnoton, S. C. <r. < ML 1 8 1977 

XU dear m. 

have recently learned through Colipitor General 
irancisJH)iddlff that ote is concern has been expressed re 
yarding the fact that the Bureau has bean conducting an 
investigation o/iro* rdiift ZJ* rel&* I wanted *40 aduiaa 
"ryott that the Bureau initiated an investigation of Us* 

'fain as a result of a ppeCi/ic.ijritten rococo* dated 
;>j;ote6cr £9, 4949" by U* Bidnpyy^hartsood, Assistant 
'‘Jjiaaretaru of the Advtoory Comiabion to the Council o/ 
.rational 2efen.se* Us* reln f s naze u>ae included in a 
c lie# o/ poreonp who iocre ddeerihed as v par annusi employees; 

' 0/ the /duieory Conaieeion to the council <?/ rational 
* Pe/cnee*-'* Ur* Jhcrmod, in line vtth. established 
' procedure, £a» peer a period o/ tine rdcueeied inceati* 
paitena 0/ aeucrdl hundred employees of the Advisory 
cemisston to the Council of rational defense and no 
l indication mo given us as ta fhe identity of Bdiih Da 
rein or the fact that she teas actinp in & secretarial 
v .capacity for yeii . 

In vims of the faat that sons Question apparently 
has bean raided as to vhif the Bureau teas eonddotinj this r 
. investigation^ 1 tJ anted to infitrti you fully of the facts ’ 
in the. natter* Of course had toe k nem at the ting the 
investigation me rogueoied that Uro* rein ms dsbtghpd 
to White roved duties the inquiry vould net have been ~> 
initiated * I mat to assure you that T rtwrei the -> 
inai&ont nay have caused you any annoyance or? concern* 

rtticoreiy yours, 

i. »,„* Boo«r. . 
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JSAjDC 


January 24, 1941 


X!7TOA»mtgI F01 T*n.. nossg 

Eos Investigations boing conducted of tho. 

Personnel of Tha Advisory Cosxdesion 
to tho Council of Kationaf Defence. 

Hith refcrenco to. ny jaenorandun; of this ana data reflecting 
an interview had with Hr*, Uatthew F, UtGuirp, Asoictant to tho Attorney 
Goneral, upon the authority of Ur, L. K. Fenningtonj I wish to, record 
the additional information as hdroinaftor cdt ; forth* 

Hr* UcGuire adviced ho deemed it pfoforablQ to have oil 
requests in tho futuro ennatinj fron teio Advisory Corcissdoh. to 
tho Council of National Defense clear throe#! thi office of tho 
Attorney General in order that that office ni^t bo adviced at all 
tines, concerning tho mrsea of the individiala upon whoa inyootigatioho 
are being requested of the Bureau, Ho explained that this situation, 
was brought, to a head through a recent request cade by llr* Sidney 
Shorwood at The Advisory Coaxis aicn to. the. Bureau for ah invostigatioii 
of Uiso Udith, Kola who is a personal secretary to lira. Roosevelt, tho 
wifo of the President. Ho explained oa a result of tho Eur ecu's 
investigation idea Hein, had apparently learned that inquiries wore 
being nado concerning her and Ur. UcGuiro indicated although ho did 
not state as each, that this had been, brought to tho Department's 
attention by tho President* He. explained that ho was going to contact, 
Ur.. Sidney Sherwood irrodiatoly and arrange for all these requests to. 


of individuals, whoa tho .Department rd#ib feel should not bp investigated 
in view of their positions and surrounding circuastancos. Ho explained 
T,hi “ rr— — it was boot to, havo any WLckbaCk fall upon tho Dopartnont end for- this 

— reason,- 03 well as those previously nontioned, ho adviced in tha futuro 

i, *. r.m« „ — _thooo requests would "be handled in this naimor. Ho stated that he would 
r«w» r«» _ ad vise the Bureau concerning tho results of his conversation with. 

> uu " U r. Sherwood and would, indicate tho rruincr in which these rpquosts would 
Mr. u*d bo handled, in the futuro. 



& 






fcmorandua for Er. Rosen 


Pago 2 



Hr* EcGuiro was asked- by the writer whothor in those „cacos 
referred to' the Bureau by the Department for investigation ho would - 
desiro copies of the reports furnished the Dopartnent# However, 
he stated that this was/ not his< doairo and he did not wish to have a 
record of those investigations in tho Dopartnent, hie only -purpose 
in this procedure boing a noons by trhich he night bp, .adviced of tho 
banes of those individuals upon who q investigations, are being requested 
by Tho Advisimy* Cosai'sslon in' order that a situation similar to that- 
jrhich arose relative to met Edith Hold would not occur in tho future.* 

v - ■ . -*'■ " 

Respectfully, 
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(O^lfanuary 27, 1041 


or n o ne i mmf CV>.s 

By fine dial J cosen ecr 



Krs, franklin D* Roosevelt 
The Whi to House 
Pash tr.y ion, /?# (7* 

2.ty dear Hr 8, Roosevelts 
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T have just received you / note of January 23-th rela- 
tive to the investigation of Kro*/ He la* I note your statement 
that the explanation -Contained Ajn ay letter of January 24th 
that the inveoti -Qtien of Hrs^ein teas a mistake, indicated 
inefficiency upon the part of the person xho ordered it* I 
thoroughly ohare your view about this, I did vast to r lake 
certain, hovcver, that ’roll \ understood that the investigation 
is as not Ordered Toy the federal Bureau of Investigation, tut 
vac ordered by the Assistant Joe rotary of the Advisory Com- 
mission to the Council of National Pofer.se* 


In regard to the statement that inquiries have bGcn 
made about UicoffThorfson at her apartment havoc* c a ■£;> uhen she 
cotes ana goes and other information^ 2 made immediate inquiry 
end find that no investigation of any character ka% been or 
is Icing conducted by this Cur ecu of Hi os Thompson* 


2 vent to assure you that there has been no one more 
appreciative of tha necessity for avoiding any attitude or ti j- 
dulfinj in cny activities iohtch night be construed as improper 
or un-American no thoda in the conduct of investigations than I « 
J think it fo oo important that those of uo vho are charged 
\/ &W* tftu conduct of Governmental investigations sec that they 
y\ afe. carried forth in a proper manner - fairly > impartially, 

-Grid vtihout any aspect that nay savor of those procedures typ- 
ical of certain foreign Governments end so repugnant to bur 
U rid ah mays* To accomplish ihic, oo have endeavored to 
lent not only personnel of very hi-h a tending and ethics, 
IT'ins-vlso train and instruct that personnel in the proper 
pffr fo -ma n co of their duties and in the necessity for carrying 
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*fmt. irn '■j{\ 
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Mlsa Candjr 
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i^co out in a truly Azartedn cay. Obviouoly, nC Cove rr.mental 
agency. can aspect to merit the support and confidence 7 / the \ 
public unless it conducts itself in a manner that is both local 
and ethical, 

\ 

In connection with the necessary expansion 0 / Covern- 
nantal agencies incident to the National Dzergsnoyj, the policy 
had teen established of sending to the Federal Purcau of Ir.voc ** 
t igafian the haaao of psroohs working for these Governmental \ 
agencies, in order that inquiry night la made as to their tact- 
ground* integrity and loyalty* Ivan t to paint cut that this \ 
ucr.lt use not caught by the Federal lurequ of XhUc&ti nation, but I 

trap at. signed to it » I want further fa paint out that the- nar.ee » 

Which are cent to the federal Zuraau of Investigation upon which : 
invooti attorns are ordered by the interacted Governmental age?.* ! 
ciect are seleoted by those agencies and that this bureau has no I 
part in the selecting of those nones. upon which investigations | 
are ordered * In the- cate of I’rs . rein, 1 understand nm that 
her none catt on the pay roll of the Advisory Concussion to ft to . 

Council of rational Defense^ along pith many others, end the j 

list, which was prepared in the Advisory Cozmi colon to the Corn- , 
dl of rational Defense, teat talcch from the pay roll of i\at ( 
CezrAsston* This. Pur can had nothing whatsoever to Co pith the 
preparation of the list or the placing thereon of rrs* relnh 
naze. The investi at ion of all of those hazes, including jets* 

Vein* was predicated upon the iett.tr ftpn the Advisory Coznisu 
sion to the Council of rational Defense f 

X want again to assure you that 1 deeply regret the 
resentment which this incident has caused you,, end particularly 
the impression v'ieh I fear yea have rained ac to the position 
of this purcau in this ratter*. I have tried in this letter to 
clarify exactly what the position of this £ureau ha3 been and 
what its function vac,' and I cr, hopeful that this &dy correct 
this impression which ygu nay have » 


Sincerely yours,. 


^ if***** 


fa j 
u 


~<p« 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. ToJson......... 

Mr. Clegs 

Mr. E. A. T nmm 
Mr. Poivorth ...... 

Mr. Kailian 
Kr. LudU. 

Mr. Ec-^a....... 

January 26, 194]]^^^" 

flTr* Hendon 

; Sir. JKc dqu 

y - *«V *racy 

lUoff Gandy 


I am very much surprised by your letter ab ou ters - < ' 
the investigation of Mrs. Helm. I am also 
surprised to learn that some one has been 
making inquiries about Miss Thompson at her 
apartment house as to when she comes-^ndf- 
goes, how much company she has , ^ 

This type of investigation .seem| : E^Afo5UI^J.U0FJNYEST16^Tl6f^ 
smack too much of the Gestapo methods. 

| 2 JAN 28 1941 

The explanation that the investigf 
Mrs,.- Helm is a mistake, seems tl 
inefficiency on the part of the (person vuioxp' 
ordered it. I am not blaming the youngs£r 4r\ 
man who conducted this investigation beCause y 
he was merely carrying out orders. However,' 
anyone who cared to avoid such a mistake 
would only have had to look at the question- 
alre which Mrs. Helm filled out last summer 
to realize that she has been attached to 
the White House ever since we have been 
here., and incidentally that her father and 
husband had been Admirals in the Navy. 


I can not help resenting deeply the action 
in- these two cases and if you have done this 
type of investigating of other people, I do 
not wonder that we are beginning to get an 
extremely Jittery population. 
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January 27, 2942 


UEUORAmUU FOR THE SOLICITOli GENERAL 

I an attaching hereto, for your information , 
a copy of a memorandum which I have today addressed to 




the Attorney General, re2ative to certain investigations 
requested of this Bureau by the Advisory Commissi on to >• 
the Council ,of National Defense , 

Very truly yours 

3 . Edgar- Hoover 

John Edgar Bo over 
Director 


Inclosure 
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Hr. Totton 
Mr* Cltis 
Mr. Si. A* ?«*nnt 
Mr* roxvrorth ^ 
Mr* NiUitn . .. 
Mr* U4d - 
Mr.lea n 
’Mr. CUvIk ir . 
Kr.JlehOJ# 

Mr* H*nd«n 
Mr* ««$m» ^ 

Mr r Tmey __ 
Ml** C»n«* ^ 
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January 27 , 2942 


mm mM&L FDIi the ATTcmtsr odnehal 



With further reference to my memorandum of January 24, 1941, 
relative to the investigation which too requested of this Bureau 
by the Advisory Commission to the Council of Motional Defense, J 
‘ wanted to quote the following letter dated July 11, 1940, addressed 
to you by L r r, Wtlltan U, XcBeynolde, Secretary, Ddvi sory Commission 
< to the Council of Motional Defenses 


"I transmit kerewtth a list of employees in the Informa- 
tion and Statistics Division of the Advisory Commission 'a 
office , The first section of this list consists of the 
no»ea of indtvtdiihla normally designated to contact the 
War and Davy Departments and to consult their confidential 
files. The other section of the list consists of all 
other employees in that Division who normally come in 
contact with the material obtained* 

n It is the President *s desire, and that of the Commis- 
sion, that a oareful check be made with respect to. each 
individual involved, but .parti cidxrly those on the first 
section of the list, for the purpose of making sure 
that these persons are . dependable and justify the trust 
placed in them • 

,l Ii seams desirable that these particular people 
should be investigated by your Bureau of Investigation 
because of the significance of the 1 question of loyalty. 

It will be appreciated if appropriate instructions may 
be given to see that oiiah investigations are mads,, and 
the reports should be transmitted to me do completed,. 


n lt will be appreciated if these investigations can 
be expedited ■ ' - ■ 


The above quoted letter wdbrVdWted 
the office of Assistant Attorney General Dogge, 
with the letter r tnvsatt gations. were initiated, 
additional communications "have been received, s 
McBeynolds, Secretary of the Advisory Commissi o 
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The Attorney General 


January 27, 1941 


National Defense? or by Ur, Sidney Sherwood? Assistant Secretary of 
the Advisory Commission to the Council of Motional Defense, - The 
request for the investigation of Mrsi L'eln wae contained, ik a let- 
ter dated October 29? 1940? containing fifteen names? and without 
any indication as to who they- were other than the furnishing of the 
none, and among these kas the name of Ddith ft, Helm? In line with 
the request v?tch. was made by Mr, McDeyholds iji hts letter of 
July 11? 2940, all such lists of nones, have been given prompt at » * 
tentton by this bureau* 

I understand that the way lire* Welters name .co»e to be 
sent to the bureau was that she t& carried on the pay roll of the 
Advisory Cowaission to the Council cf national Defense? and apparently 
the procedure in that .agehey hat bean to tiSrely list the names, on 
the pay roll in the- requests made for investigation ? without any 
analysis of the identity of thy employee. Therefore?, this Bureau 
has not questioned the action of the Advisory Qomatssion to the 
Counoij of Matt anal Defense as to the notice selected by them and 
forwarded to this BhreaU, I want to wake it very definitely clear 
that the Bureau did not have anything to do with the selection of 
Mrs* Delti’e name? and in fact did not know when the nano was sent 
to the Bur$ad and the request rede for the investigation of her? 
that she b as the Social Secretary at the phite Douse* 

r would like to furthers point put that the Bureau did not 
seek this work? but as you will note? it- was assigned to it as a 
result of the letter f ropt Mr • McDeynolds dated' July 11? 2940? in 
tikich. he stated that it was the President's desire? as well as that 
of the Commission? that a careful check be made with respect to the 
persons employed,. 

JTn order to prevent any recurrence of such a situation 
ae occurred in the case of Mrs? Mein? I have issued instructions that 
no Request for* investigation of par aonnel of any GoVerntiehtal agency 
is to be made unless, the request is p.ada in vtriting and. s ignod by 
the Head of that agency. Furthermore ? 1 have directed that e von when 
such a request is received and signed in the manner indicated? an 
Agent should call and examine the personnel file to determine whether 
there are any aspects of ihq case that would Warrant a question 
being raised as to- the propriety or desirability of making a char- 
acter investigation? and that if there is? this natter be called to 
my personal attention before the investigation is: Undertaken, 

For yoltr informations T Wanted you to know that I hake' 
written a personal note, to Mrs, Boose Veit, expressing my pogret 
that this situation had arisen and had Caused her any annoyance. 



The Attorney General 


*- 3 


January 97,. 2941 


In her reply , she a dvtsed me -that she understood that an inves- 
tigation was being r.ade of Hiss Mol vino Thompson, and that persons 
were k (thing inquiries at Mies Thompson 's apartment concerning her 
goings and oonings , Ct cetera •- I have advised Mrs* Roosevelt that 
this Eurecu has not, and is not making any investigation of 
Miss Thompson, onc$ that the parties who have been making the in- 
quiries $o £htch she referred are not cpnneoted with this Bureau • 


Respectfully, ■ 


fohn Edgar* Moover 
titpeQtor . 


r 



-„X J$HN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR . 


1 


On January 28, 1941, .1 had lunch with Sidney Sherwood, 
Assistant Secretary of the National Defense Advisory Committee. 

I informed Mr. Sherwood that he had -put the Bureau In a difficult 
spot by requesting an investigation of Edith B. Hein, Secretary 
to Mrs. Roosevelt. Sherwood stated that the investigation of 
Mrs. Helm had been initiated without his Knowledge or the Know- 
ledge of any of the officials at the Defense Advisory. Commission, 
her name appearing in a list of. names of people of whom there 
were about fifteen, who are on the payroll of the Advispry Com- 
mission but assigned to duties at the White House. Sherwood 
stated that he had talked to both. Mrs. Roosevelt and Mrs. Helm 
on the telephone about this master .and that he had assumed full 
responsibility in behalf of the Commission for the investigation f 
Sherwood claimed close personal acquaintanceship with both. Mrs. 
Roosevelt and Mrs. Helm. He stated that he had informed Mrs. 
Roosevelt that the investigation had‘ been specifically requested 
of the FBI by the Defense Advisory Commission in a letter pre- 
pared for his signature, but that he had not noted Mrs. Helm’s 
name in the list of people to be investigated. He stated that 
Mrs . Roosevelt .was blistering in her denunciation of the initiation 
of this investigation and that he, Sherwood, took the ■ full 
responsibility for the request, endeavoring ■ to explain that the 
name had hoi come to anyone’s attention, * being but one of some 
1,500 names r on- the payrolls upon whom investigations were being 
requested. Sherwood stated that of course if the: name had come 
to his attention or if it had come to the attention of you person- 
ally, . undoubtedly the investigation woiild have been .immediately 
discontinued . Sherwood stated that he told Mrs. Helm the same 
thing and that both she and Mrs. Roosevelt took the position that 
they : -did not want any clerical or minor employee reprimanded or 
censured for the conducting of this investigate on ; 




She-ribood stated that he Knew nothing about the initiation 
of this investigation although of course it was his responsibility j 

tjf'r of WthCQSIES 
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Memo for the Director _ - 2 January 29 3 1941 


that as a -matter of fact when Solicitor General Biddle contacted 
him by telephone about the mqtter 3 he denied that the Commission 
had requested such an investigdtion 3 feeling that because of 
his personal acquaintanceship with Mrs. Helm he would have 
recogni'sed her name appearing in any list . He stated that sub- 
sequently however he had checked and determined that the investiga- 
tion had been requested by his office in a letter bearing his 
signature and that he had so informed the Solicitor General . 

Sherwood reiterated on several occasions the fact that 
he had accepted the responsibility for the initiation of the 
investigation 3 both to Mrs. Moosevelt and to Mrs. Helm. 

”07 

Edward A. Tamm * 




i EAT: HUP - 




January 30 , 1941 

ax ~ 6 *&/£. ~ // 



X tainted to c<J vine you that it} fiovieto* 
ing th& panes of persona upon pftoa investigations 
have been requested by the Advisory Cozmtaeion 
to the Council of Rational Hof erne there mo found 
the non© of Ituthjane 7 * Bunolt, Available inform ~ 
tion indicated that thio vonan tsao assigned to 
the White Rouse and accordingly X have ieoucd 
instructions toithtn. the Bureau to conduct no 
investigation of this? toman,, the Advisory Con* 
niooion to the Council of. Rational Defence has 
been infomed that the Bureau, jsill not oqnduat 
an investigation of Bath Jane V, liunelt, 

Respectfully, 


John, Edgar* Uoove.fi 
Director 


\ 
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-January- 28, 1941 


umoEimmi for m . . roses 




EE; EUTHJAME V* RUMELT 
■ •- SPECIAL jNQUIRY 

* THE ADVISORY COMMISSION 

\ ‘ If 

This Is to record on the above date Mr. Laurence A* 
ftolch, Chiof, Investigation Section, Advisory Cocaicedon to the 
Council of National Defence, toiephonicoily contacted the writer 
advising -tt letter bad been directed to the Bureau under dato^f 
January 27, 1941> requesting that investigations of EDITH 
and ROT HJAHE V. RPM SLT be discontinued* Ee advised ijottt these 
individuals’ were assigned tovthe Nhito House detail and stated 
that the Office of the President had contacted Hr* Sidney Sherwood 
celling this fact to hi 3 attention and instructing that those in- 
vestigations bo discontinued* - * 

A review of tho Bureau file in the cade of EUTHJiilE 
‘V. EBUSLT reflects that no uction has yet been token in this In-*-' 1 
vestigation, therefore, in tho absence of contrary instructions 
tho Washington Wield Division trill be advised tplcphoni colly on —■* QJ- \ 
this date to discontinue this invoctigution icnodiately*- . 

Seapectfully, 

Adaao . -- 


Mr. K. A* T*mm t 
Mr* romrtb 


,irsu<D 

Ci 

Wtt'xm 
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January 27 j 1941 


MKUOZiA ND Utf FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERA L 


With further reference to my memprdndUm of January 84, 1941 , 
relative to the investigation which icap requested of this Bureau 
by tkefAdytspry Commission to the Council of National Defense, ' X* 
wanted to'qaote th&- following’ letter dated Jwlf.1T, 1940 3 addressed 
to you by Ur*, Willi ani r&.UcRt?imol ds 3 Secretary, Advisory Commission / 
to the Council Of national Defense:' ; 

Jr "J transmit herewith a list of employees in the Informs- 
/ ' tion and % Statistics division pf the Advisory Commission's 
a/ office. The first section of thi3 list consists of the. 

v names of tndi viduals normally designated to contact the 

War and Uavy Departments and to consult their confidential 
' files. The, other section of the list consists of all 
I other employers in. that Division who normally come in ~ , 

Jr contact with the material obtained. 

, - » 

n It is the President 's dbaire, any that of the- Commts- 
I sion , that a careful check bd-node with respect to each 
’ indi viducl involved, but particularly those on the first 

section of the list , f or the purpose of making- st^td “ 

thd.t these persons are dependable and Justify the, trust 

/ placed in . them. 

,J It seems desirable that these particular people 
should be investigated by y.oUr Burecu of Investigation 
because of the significance of the question of loyalty . 
ft will be* tappre dated if .appropriate instructions may 
pc given to see that such invadti gations are made > and 
yi the report d should be transmitted to me as completed. 


Sit will 
~be esped 


1 be appreciated if these investigati ons can 
ditpd'lr! , ^ 


Mr* Foxwortti 


07 & 


7 The above quoted letter was' routed to mi si Bureau -f MV:, 

the office Of Assistant Attorney General Abgge, afrd in compliance 



aids, Secretary of the Advisory Commission to 
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The Attorney General ~ 2 ~ 


National BefSnse, or by Mr* St dne]/. Sherwood, Assistant Secretary of 
the Advisory Commission to the Council of fictional Defense * The 
request for the investigation of firs* Balm was contained tp a let~ 
tet dated October 2$, 1940, containing fifteen names, and without 
any indication as to who they were other than the furnishing of the 
name, and among these was the name of Edith B*< Bcln* In line with 
the request witch was made j by fir • ficfieynolds in his letter of 
July 11, 1040, all such lists of names have been given prompt at- 
tention by this Bureau * 

I understand that the way firs » Helm l s name catre to bo 
sent to the Bureau was that she is carried on the pay roll of the 
Advisory Commissi on to the Council of National Bofehse , and apparently 
the procedure in that agency has been to merely list the. names oh 
the pay roll in the requests made for investigation, without any 
analysts of the identity of the employee* Therefore , this Bureau 
has not questioned the action of the Advisory Commission to- the 
0 Ounctl of National Defense as to the names selected by. them and 
forwarded to this Bureau* I want to make it very definitely clear 
that the Bureau did not have anything to do with the selection of 
firs* Balm's name,, and in fact did not know when the name was sent . 
to the Bureau and the request made for the investigation of her , 
that she was the Social Secretary at the White Bouse* 

I would like to further point out that the Bureau did not 
seek this wqrk, but as yoii will note , it was assigned to it.asd 
result of the letter f rom, fir* ficBeyriolds dated July 12, 1940 , in 
which he stated that it was the President 's desire., as well aO that 
of the Commission, that a careful check be made with ' respect to. the 
persons employed* 

In order to prevent any recurrence of such a situation 
as occurred in the case of Mrs* fieln, I have issued instructions that 
no request for investigation of personnel of any Governmental agehty 
to to be made unless the request is mads in writing and e tgned by 
the head of that agency* Furthermore ', X have dire oted that even when 
such a rqqiest is received ' and signed in the manner indicated, an 
Agent should call and examine the- personnel file to determine whether 
there are any aspects of ihe case that would warrant a question 
being raised, as to ihe propriety or desirability of making a char - 
acte.r investigation, and that if there is, this matter be called to 
my personal attention before the investigation is undertaken* 

For yoUr information, 2 wanted you to know that X have . 
written a personal note to firs* Boo so Veit , expressing my regret 
that- this sititetton had arisen and had caused her any annoyance* 

♦ 

l 

'h 


\ 

V 


January 2?, 1941 





The Attorney General - 3 .• January £.7j 1941 


In her reply, she advtsed .Re that she understood that an invest 
tigation was being made of i/j iss yolvino^Thompapn, and that persons 
were waking inquiries at Hi pc TKonps'on' r a'~c?pGrtnent .a on corning her 
goings and comings, et cetera • I have advised Hrs, Roosevelt that 
this ffure.au has not j and is not making any investigation of 
Hips Thompsonj and that the parties who have been making the in- 
quiries to which shp referred .are not connected with this ffutea.Uk 


Respectfully, 


John ffdgar Hoover 

fftreotor 
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PTOSOHAL ATTENTION 


Y-- 


l Mr# To 1 ton 
Mr. €!•»« 


Mr*. It A* Tan«- 


Mr* foxwortn 


Mr# Kitten 


Mr* UM a 
Mr* tsaar 


Mr* o»tJ» ^ 
Mr. Klcbotoi 


Mr* Hondo* 


Mr. Hostel 

1 _ ' i 

mn inter. 


Mitt Cofltfy . 


Mr- Guy Eottel . „ BY SPECIAL iljgSSENGSR 

Federal Bureau of Investig&ti oh 
United Stated' Department, of Justice, s 

Kopia 2266, United States Doper trnent of 
Justice JBuildlng t 

Washington;, D. C. ... 


Dear Ur. Hot toll' 

Your attention la invited to the recent investigation 
'which, was initiated by tho Bureau concogaiog Uis y Edith Br Scih 

at tho roquoat of The Advisory Coaaioslon to the“'Cbunci r^oT"" "•* 

National Defense. f. 

It will be noted .-Mrsv: Hola is the Social Secretory to 
Mrs. .^oceveli, tho wife of the president. Aq n jrecult of bur 
inquiries conducted. in thin natter an enbarrasaing ai tua td on awn 
brought about which night have otherwise beenaverted] » , 

' VwECOE OTjY 1 L / A ■ *. w tZ . 

It J.a ny desire that you issue appropriate instructions 
to tho Agents In your office so that in the future if infornation 
iti noted in the personnel files of Tho Advisory Commission, atf jbga 1 
tino cuoh files are reviewed, reflecting any of the indiyiduola, 
upon chon investigations have been requested, are holding ^ njii-^iartn 
of prominence, such lnforoation should i mediately be brought to F m g 

your at ten ti pa. You should, of course, thoroafter advise the Burotift rn »>> 

concerning these circumstances ho that appropriate ,acti oh night be-^^pn 

r* _? 
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Very truly, yours, 

j. Edgar JBoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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frrf'rtprrzr. sv:i fffi at?& xzr rrr~-*x 


fitth furtfar reference to the invaati cation 
Of Sir A, Edith fi/cEelm, T t^cuc^t you vould be inter* 
csied in knxitr .3 th air on r.zpinj inquiry concerning 
t>e otafuo generally of applicants for appointment 
to the Advisory Vocal ado n to the Council of fictional 
l c fence, X uap advised t K at the President had ‘■fydU 
specific orders to the Ate leery Coral os fen to the 
Council of notional co fence that o conflate and 
thorough investigation should be conducted in rafidrd 
to all individuals combated tolth this Orcanigatton 
"recardleas of flair Status*** 

On zacenbar 17, 1340, a fipoctal A cant of the 
Bureau contacted Hr* fifndy Vhercood, Aosi slant 
Eegretory to the Advisory Cotaieoion to tie Council 
of fictional lefcnaOj toko doted that tie Freni Cent 
bad given specific orders flat a complete and 
t?;ofoiigh Invaatt fiotfon should be conducted regarding 
a 21 individuals t connected zith tie Advisory Comieoion 
to the Council of fictional Cofcnse regardless of flair 
status and flat no differentiation ahatooever Should 
bo aadc among the employees of the Cotznieaicn* 
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Mr* T»!i<m 


Mr, Clfii ^ 


Mr* t. A,t*rew k 
Mr# foxworth 
Mr* lut turn mmimm 


Mr, umm . 
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Mr* t**n 

f 

Mr* Otavln 


Mr* Nltholi 
Mr* 

T“fj 

Mr* *o**ii 

. 

Mr. trmnf . 


Mitt Cimtfr 



Ton vi ill recall flat Edith Em rein cas carried 
on the pay roll of tho Advisory Concussion to the 
Council of national Zefensc and that the investigation 
of her toes requested by fir* Vkamoo: l as I fipve previously 
advised you* €ne certainly could gain the impression 
from fir* Cheraood f a statement that tic -f resident specific 
c ally desired an investigation of all of iho persons ^ o 
carried on (the rolls of the Advisory Ccznieaicn. 
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X thp&ght i (OU vbuld be interest eg • 
in the ppntonte of the attached tioaopandua 
ahtoh X Hqae today addreaeed to; the Attorney 
Gonerbl* 

Very truly youno* 

4* Edgar Hoover 

John gdgar fioover 

Ktroptor 

ttiaphnent 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 



January 30, 1941 


Mr. Tolf on 
Ti 

\m 

'r. Fozwortb 
Mr. Nathan ... 
Mr. Ladd...... 

Mr. Glavln .... 

Mr. Nichols... 
Mr. Hendon... 
Mr. Rosen . 
Mr. TVncy . 
Miss Gandy 
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My dear Mr. Hoover: 

Thank you very much for your 
letter of January 27 in answer to mine. 

•It was very good of you to write me in 
detail . 

Very sincerely yours : 
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X thought you night he interested 
in the attached copy of a memorandum xzhich 
X 'today tranenttted to the Attorney Cdncral* 


Attachment 


7ery truly youra, 

PKOor.vva 

fx* 1 ( 4 j 3- ~ _J ^L 


John Edgdr nqdbdn 
l Director ^ 


7 


y l 


fr> 


\ 


Mr* Tolsotf ^ 

Mr. Ciu* 

Mr. f . A. T*m» . 
Mr* fMWWtt 
Mr. Jtetham _ n ^ n 
Mr. Udd .. . 


Mr, tiM 
Mr, Cirr^n 
Mr. Kiel!*? 
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Mr. ^ . 

Mr, Itotw r j | 
Mr. trmcr i rn 
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Janu ry 27, 1941 






aSEIOFANU’JI FOB Iff. T 9 LS 01 I 

Iff. £. A. Ti’lW 

wlt.i reference to the attnehod file dealing with, the 
investigation of dre . Edith h.wfle La, i do not believe that this 
care wap bandied as it should have been, i furthermore do not 
believe that A was furnished all the information that i should have 
had concerning this natter iu the original instance. I was informed, 
by 4r . Tamm that the request from the Advisory Commission to the 
Council of Nat -onal Defence addressed to me under date of October 
29, 1940, was a mimeographed form. *hat is not correct. It is 
true that in file 62-60512 there is a mimeographed- copy of the let- 
ter of October 29th, but- in f il^ 6? r 337A there is the original 
o*' the letter from r. Sherwood, from, which we apparently made mimeo- 
graphed copies. 


■* & X -St- * -***•* -* ■£ ** -* -* *-*■«•-*■»*■■* 


In order that there may be no recurrence of a situation 
of this, hind, I want to direct, (l) that no investigation Is^to bo 
made o* 

.reemest f 5 r" T such inve st l rrdd.Qn^s.mmd e„in„writlng an d^by__the„_, 
heal or that a gcncy. 


... 

- A kic will not apply in cases where the. employee 

is charged mtn“a'’Violut ion of some Federal Statute over whica this 
Bureau bas primary jurisdiction. (2) When such a request for an 
investigation is made, the Washington Field Office should have an 
Agent immediately inspect the personnel file to ascertain whether 
there are -any aspects of the. pace, that would make it inadvisable, 
inexpedient, or undesirable to conduct, an investigation .of that 
employee. No investigation is to bp initiated until such an 
examination of the personnel file has been made, any unusual 
aspects are noted, the matter should then be brpugff to my per- 
sonal attention before an investigation, is initiated,. 


• * -Fill you please seo that all supervisors and the 

|| Agent in Charge of the Washington Field Office thoroughly under-, 

stand this procedure and adhere to it strictly. 
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Very truly youp& 5 — 

'y-—- 

John Edgar Hoo.vtir 
Director j _ 
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'Tith reference to the whole policy dealing with the 
matter of investigating names of persons under consideration 
for employment in other Sovernmeht agencies , I would appreciate 
it if corut definite policy could be outlined for this Bureau 
to folio# because as you inow,ccr-are neither "fish nor fowl" 
in the picture , The Bureau hks reebtved, in my estimation , 
entirely unwarranted criticMvi from jail, tod wany sources as to 
the investigation made of- firs, Hdlnf Then the Attorney General 
decided that the Bureau wasl to maker no investigation of any 
person unless there weref charge s^etther of subversive activi - 
ties or a violation of a Federal Statute, The reason, as I 
understood it, for this policy, Which I consider to be a very 
definite and clear rule to follow, was that ih making so-called 
personnel investigations we were*bpund to inciir animosities 
and enmities upon the part of the persons under investigation, 
particularly when these persons were persons of high standing 
in the business or political world . There ms no doubt that 
suck animosities were b e 


cs f f*5t ~ 

Now, as I understand it , wc are supposed ^tc~muke~ fnves - 
tigationa of SUch names as may be sent to the Bureau f)ron your 
office , notwithstanding that these names are in that class -c^c, ■» j * t 
persons tdiich I have above referred to - namely, persons 1 of v$ry J 


$ high political or business standing; with the inevitable result 
that when we investigate them, we are going to incur enmities 
j and animosities which ‘will be agatnst the FBI • Xn other words, 
s it looks to me as if we are: right back to where we were before, 
because as I understood the reason for the decision of the At- 
torney General , it wa s not solely upon the Helm case, but uas 
predicated upon a much broader * reason - namely, that of con - 
«r . duct i ng investigations in matters that did r\ot involve some - 
*• *• "vtclatt on of a Federal Statute of charge of subversive activi - 
«r. aw JiLeJuupon which there could be no basis for criticism of Bureau 


Mr. roswortt O CtjpT l m 


Mr.- __ 
Mr. ainrlB 


Mr. NI« 9 mI« ( 
Mr. IUixJo* 


Mr, R«w 
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ry truly yours 

J. Edgar Hoove* 
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f EO.ERAV bureau of "iNVEsnGAtioNjwjn Edgar Hoover 
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?m DIRECTOR- 



Ur* Can«fi 
Ur* QuIm Timm 


Min Q*w*y ; 


There is cot out hereinafter a brief SUcssary 
of our experience with the Investigation, of the poraopnol 
of executive departments and agencies tod the status of 
efforts tads to elicit from the Doportdont a olear-out ruling 
for the BUreau to folloW in tho acceptance of ouoh tocos* 

Xbu "will recall that beginning on Junty^, 1940, 
investigations of this type wtoo reqUootod by thtfmficc^of^ ^ 
Production J^agCz^Ut.nnCthy'Advijo^ Commission to tho 
g puhoil of K atjonal Oefonao/ and by early 1941 > several huh- 
drod had boon acted upon, each on to expedite telephonic or 
telegraphic basis. Tho Indiscriminate manner in which those 
requests wore forwarded to the Bureau resulted In tho eebar- 
raoemont which aroco out of the invootigation of lira. Edith B. 
K iIoln ^ social secretary to ih*Q* Kooeovolt. 

Tho advisability of handling ratters of this typo 
was discussed by you with the Attorney General at which tine 
he ruled against tho accoptanco by thin Bureau of any request 
for tho investigation of an brployoe of another Governmental 
department or agency oxcopt upon instruotions froa his Office 
tod except Under Jurisdiction of the Executive. Directive pro- 
jailgated in accordance with Section 9A of 'the Batch Aot and 
Section 15 (g) of tho Emergency Relief Aot of 1941* 

On February B> 1941, Wr. Tana adyiBed you of a 
conversation with Watthow F*. L'cQuiro at which tine Hr. I'cGuiro 
informed him he bad talked with the Attorney General who bad 
expressed the belief it was a serious xxLotake for the Bureau 
to bo investigating employees of other Governmental agencies 
in that it hurt the Bureau generally and would hurt it more if 
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aoao of then- turned out dad. At that tine you. noted that since 
tho Attorney General had rulod against the acceptance by tho 
Bureau of such cacoo,, thoro would bo no exceptions and requests 
on hapd should bo returned with the: explanation that tho action 
wadbafeod ‘upon tho ruling of the Attorney General. 

Thereafter oh Pcbruaiy 14> 1941 you trananLttod a 
raonorandun td Hr. liOtthow P. ITcGuird outlining tho ontiro 
situation as of that da to and particularly pointed out that not- 
withstanding. the fact tho Attorney General had decided the Bureau 
was to mkc no investigation of any -person unless there wore 
charges oithbr of subversive activities or of Violation of a 
Fodoral statute, such, requests wore boifag cleared through, his 
v Office and forwarded to tho Bureau, resulting in placing the 

P.B.X. inovitably in the iar» position as it was in before, open 
to the onnitios and aninositioo resulting frets such investigations. 


Xou specifically requested that ooao definite policy 

be 'outlined in the prcniccs. 

* ‘ * 

Bccoiving no- artorer to this nenorandua, the natter 
was taken up verbally by hr. Tara with hr. he Quire on February 
IB, 1941* Kp at that tine advised he was addressing a heao- 
rsmdua to the Bureau on the subject. 

Since that date requests for investigations of this 
typo have continued te be, cleared through tho Offlco of the 
Attorney General and directed to this Bureau and no Instructions 
iri tho ratter or roply to your nesorandua of February 14, 1941 
or Ur. Tara’s oral request of February 18, 1941 of hr. hcGuiro 
has boon forthcoming. 


Mr. T.ltM , 

Mr. I. A. Tnro ^ 
Mr. bits. . . 
Mr. r«nrn . - 
Mr. Olitli 
Mr.trtM 
Mr. Nftfc.1. . 

Mr. mm 
Mr. CirMli 
Mr. rruina T irun 
Mr. HwTia , - 

Mr. tr~r . . 
nlu «m«/ 


Keapootfully, 


P. E. 'Foxworth 
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UKUOiiAmJM tVH l'HF ASSISTANT TO THE ATT oh NR T OIXFJiAL 

mssxjm 


I Jiave been advised by Ur, Tamm of hia dtacusei one with 
you concerning the matter of fnuea: flatten of present or potential 
employees of various Governmental agencies and desire to express 
my belief that the present procedure is cumbersome, inefficient 
and will probably result in serious repercusei o-e if present 
program is continued • 


You will recoil that, originally, the ^ederaJ Bureau of 
Investigation conducted the (nveetigott one of present or potential 
employees, not only of the D apartment of Justice tut of the Cfftce 
of Production Management and of the various national defense 
agencies. This procedure ejcs followed for alsaoet a year without 
ony difficulty being encountered and with completely oaiiefactory 
results in so far as the various agencies were concerned. As a 
result of the confusion caused by the Bureau ' e f n v eat i go i i o n of 
Mrs, Helm, the Bureau was ins traded to discontinue uil personnel 
investigations except those relaitng to present or potential 
employees of the Justice Department, As a result of the discon - 
tfnuotlon of theee investigations by the federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation, the Treasury Department bae initiated a program of 
investigating personnel for the Office of Production Management 
and varioito other national dej'ense agencies. The Civil Service 
Commission is likewise conducting personnel investigations of 
certain classes of employees who, as / understand it, are o.tiide 
of the CfylJ Service claesift cati on. There tc growing up within 
thfi Treasury Department a large investtgatt ve unit which is 
^devoting its major effort to the investt gattou of present and 
“^iS^UiruUal employees of the federal Government, I ass me that a 
'‘*f-eomel£Leroble quantity of information is being developed upon cer - 
*'*4ixSrL_psrBana , particularly applicants for employment in the Govern- 
■», Leva nt s ervice, relative to their subversive activities, un-American 
m,. wA BSccia t tons and other detrimental information. This material is 
fce< ny forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Invest igat i on despite 
. xi.lifr * /ac t that the Bureau hi. Presidential directive is charged with 

/ caeee, Cver n period 
Ffc«n< procedure will result in the / 
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tth i oh bootcally will be conducting i nues it galtons of subvers iu e 
activittea. The situation i« made more tntol arable by the fact that 
the basic idea of having one central reservoir in which there would 
be maintained all data relative to parens engaged in un-Americon 
activities, which ideal prompted the President r e designation of the 
Bureau oe the coordinating agency, is made entirely ineffective. 

The Treasury Department does not have files or information 
upon the many thousands of persons who have been the subjects of 
Bureau investigations, which investigations resulted in the accumula- 
tion of comprehensive data concerning thefr aufcuereive and un-American 
activities , They cannot inrors^rots this informatin in their tnvesti 
gattve reports without conducting a complete investigation of the 
subversive activities of these people, and ifathie is < ions, t^eir 
work constitutes a needless duplication of inves ttgattm already 
conduct ed, I do not blame the Office of i*roducti on Management and 
the other national defense agencies for soliciting and uti 1 i sing the 
services of the Treasury Department in having these tnues ti crati'nne 
conducted , sh«n those agencies were denied the use of the federal 
Bureau of Investigation, they, of course, had to turn to whatever 
other agency was available in order that some investigations of their 
personnel could be conducted. 

The administrative officers of the governmental agencies 
interested in hiring or retaining the services of numerous people 
desire on investigation primarily to determine the background and 
loyalty of their employees and applicants. The investigations 
ordinarily ore not intended to relate to the technical fitness of 
each person for the position he ie to occupy, Thue, the primary 
purpose of the investigations being conducted by the Treasury Depart- 
ment is to detsrm ne the loyalty and background of the applicant, I 
believe that soet certainly a more sound conclusion con be reached 
as a result of an investigation conducted by the Federal Bursa . of 
Investigation with fte tremendous files relating to un-Ameri can 
activities than can be drawn from an investigation conducted by 
other agencies not having these files or a means of obtaining the 
information contained in the», Tha future value of the Bureau's 
files, however, will be eertouely curtailed if they are not kept 
current by the addition of information developed as additional investi 
gat lone are being conducted. If these investigations are conducted 
by the Treasury Department or some other agency, it is obvious that 
the tr\formatton will not reach the bureau'® files « 

I am concerned about this situation not primarily because 
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certain cates of a type formerly invest iga ted bi the Bureau are now 
being handled by some other agencies , but because of tremendous 
official and personal interest in the proper functioning of the 
national defense program • The ie;bjfecte of noet of the investigations 
are persons being employed upon national dofenoo profoete. Moat 
certainly the security of the country demands that these persons be 
of unquestioned loyalty and that the parsons responsible for thoir 
employment have a complete, thorough and accurate piocure of thoir 
bactgrounde. I do not believe that the security of the country mill 
ie enhanced if these tnv cat iyaut one are conducted tn the present 
cumbersome , inefficient and unsatisfactory meaner. 

Very truly yours, 

3. Edgar 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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2706 Gulf IXdlding 
Houston# Texas 
Juno 23# 1941 


Director 

Fodoral Euroau of Investigation 
Tkchington, Du C« 

Dear dr* 



0 ? 


I 




I havo been adviced by Cpccial #gcnt 
E, L* DH1H3X3 iIi that Airing tho broadcast of PEARCQD 
and ADDED# a sustaining progrea on DSC, which wao 
hoard ah 61 OO P* 21.# Sunday, Juno 15# 1941# over 
Houston station KXXZ, a cocaentator stated that the . 
Investigation of applicants for positions with tho 
Offico of Production limagcaont. has boon removed from 
the investigative jurisdiction of this JEjuroau# 

Tho coraontator further stated that this 
change in Jurisdiction had boon occasioned by tho dif- 
ficulties encountered during the recent investigation 
by the FBI of tho- background of Bra* F, D, DOOSEVELT^o 
Gooial Secretary who had cade application for a posi- 
tion with tho QPU* 

it was further stated that those Investiga- 
tions would bo conducted by tho Cecrot Sorvico in tho 
future* 


Special Agents J* D, L0CKFu24and D f E* BAAS 
also hdard tho broadcast and verified tho aboTo informa- 
tion* 
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Office ]S/\eMOVdnduM • united stages government 


TO F.or the File 
from : '^ l * B., ‘NiChoL 

0/fr # 

subject: Edith ?B. Helm 



date: November 28, 1956 


There are attached thereto pages 575 577 

of "The FBI Story, A.Report to, the People ! 1 by Don Whitehead, . 
which contain data taken from Bureau- file 62-60512. 

The information: from the. file was personally reviewed/ 
and declassified by me prior to the author’ s , use of it in the preparation 
of the book. and the clearance .procedures followed in the book were 
approvedbytheAttorney General by appropriate notation on the Bureau 
memorandum of July 20, 1956, outlining procedures to be followed. 
(62-10269.3-90) The declassified data has been underlined in red -on . the 
attached exeerptsi 

For complete information concerning data declassif ied 
■ in. "The FBI Story, " see 62-102693r>^3 
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4 1he^^BL.was_frequently^attackccL.for„making_investigationSv»into 
ommunist activities and. at times for making loyalty checks at the _ 
^/request of other agencies. f 

I In one case, the story went the rounds in Washington that the FBI rV 
had been “caught” investigating Edith B. Helm, social secretary to 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Malvina Thompson, Mrs. Roosevelt’s I 
personal secretary. And it was added that Mrs. Roosevelt had taken \ 

I the FBI to task.' * 

/*■ Thejacts j n Jhe _case_ were^that William H. M cReynolds_Secretarv ’■j ** k- 
^ of the Advisory Commission to the Council of. .Na tional Defens e^— » 1 
^and_a ^Vhite House secretary — sent a letter to the Attorney General, 
on, -Jul y. ,11 .1940 ., aslang_for— a -lo.yalty_check. ^on-seyeraLpexsons. 
Enclosing a list of names, McReynolds wrote: 

It is the President’s desire, and that of the Commission, that a careful 


check be made with respect to each individual involved, but particularly 
those on the first section of the list, for the purpose of making sure that 

th£StupcjreojisJi£e^depeadaM e ~ap^ ... 


Three months later another list of fifteen names -was sent, ove r .by 
McReynolds’ assistant with a written request that the . FBI .“ institute- 
an. investi g ation.” One of. the names on the l ist__was_EdithJB,.JHelm. 
Since, the T re ques t came from an office in the. White H ouse. the_check 
wasjiia de. 

When the news of the investigation leaked out, criticism was heaped 
on the FBI. Hoover wrote to Major General Edwin M. Watson, the 
President’s secretary,, explain ing how the inquiry had developed, an d 
he. sent a similar letter to Mrs. Roosevelt. Mrs. Roosevelt replied th at 
sh e wa s sur prised by the investigation of Mrs. Helm and that someone 
had been making inquiries about the private affairs of Miss Thompson. 
i “TMs-ty pe_of Jn vestig ation seems to me to smack too much of'_the 
I Gestapo methods.” Mrs. Roosevelt said, “fandl seems to me to ,show 
i nefficiency on the part of the person who ordered it .” 

Hoover wrote Mrs. Roosevelt there had been no investigation of 
Miss Thompson by the FBI and that the FBI had nothing _ to.d Q_with_ 
Mjcs^eIm!sjaame^eXng^^tJheJi^tjce£eiye4^j;9.jTi^he^WJnte^House^ | 
He_agreed,t h e r in y e stigation l of Mre. Helm “indicated i inefficie ncvjpon ' 
t he part of the person who ordered it,” but said that the order had 
hot or ig inated with Jh e FBI and the in vestigation_hadJb.eenJlandled 
in rputine.fashion, ^ 

.• The.Helm -incident was only a flurry, but it was a small warning A 
^Ldhe^di fficulties and misunderstandings that would develop in the ^ 
(g overnment's, investigations of its employees during the Cold War tha t N' 
/"was to come. W 


Exderpt from, pages 276, 277 of 
" The F%I Story , A Report to the 
People " by Eon Whitehead 
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TO 


/* 


FROM S 

•; 

SUBJECT: 


Mr, Nichols^/* 
M^Muiones 

Edith Helm, 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: November 28, 1956 


There are attached excerpts concerning the above- 
captioned case taken from "The FBI Story, A Report to the People," 
by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 1956. These excerpts 
are from page(s) 276 , 277 of the book. 

The full text, of the book may be found in the 1 FBI Library. 
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The FBI was frequently attacked for making investigations into*? 
Communist activities and at times for making loyalty checks at the 
request of other agencies. / 

In one case, the story went the rounds in Washington that the FBI ' 
had been “caught” investigating Edith B. Helm, social secretary to : 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Malvina Thompson, Mrs. Roosevelt’s i 
personal secretary. And it was added that Mrs. Roosevelt had taken j, 
the FBI to task. 


The facts in the case were that William H. McRevnnld* .Wt 9 r» 
of the Advisory Commission to the Council of National Defense — 
and a White House secretary — sent a letter to the Attorney General 
on July 11, 1940, asking for a loyalty check on several persons. 
Enclosing a list of names, McReynolds wrote: 



It is the President’s desire, and that of the Commission, that a careful 
check be made with respect to each individual involved, but particularly 
those on the first section of the list, for the purpose of making sure that 
these persons are dependable and justify the trust placed in them . . . 


Three months later another list of fifteen names was sent over by 
McReynolds’ assistant with a written request that the FBI “institute 
an investigation.” One of the names on the list was Edith B. Helm. 
Since the request came from an office in the White House, the check 
was made. 

When the news of the investigation leaked out, criticism was heaped 
on the FBI. Hoover wrote to Major General Edwin M. Watson, the 
President’s secretary, explaining how the inquiry had developed, and 
he sent a similar letter to Mrs. Roosevelt. Mrs. Roosevelt replied that 
she was surprised by the investigation of Mrs. Helm and that someone 
had been making inquiries about the private affairs of Miss Thompson. 
“This type of investigation seems to me to smack too much of the 
Gestapo methods,” Mrs. Roosevelt said, “[and] seems to me to show 
inefficiency on the part of the person who ordered it.” 

Hoover wrote Mrs. Roosevelt there had been no investigation of 
Miss Thompson by the FBI and that the FBI had nothing to do with 
Mrs. Helm’s name being on the list received from the White House. 
He agreed the investigation of Mrs. Helm “indicated inefficiency upon 
the part of the person who ordered it,” but said that the order had 
not originated with the FBI and the investigation had been handled 
in routine fashion. 

The Helm incident was only a flurry, but it was a small warning 
of the difficulties and misunderstandings that would develop in the 
government’s investigations of its employees during the Cold War that 
was to come. 
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Excerpts from pages 276 , 277 of 
"The FBI Story, A Report to the 
People" by Bon Whitehead 
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